Developing a screening tool and training package to identify dysphagia in all settings.
Identifying dysphagia is vital to prevent further complications and problems. Although the condition is common in patients with stroke, nurses must be aware that feeding and swallowing problems can occur in a wide range of illnesses. The Dewsbury Feeding and Swallowing Screen was developed as an observational screening tool for nurses to ensure early and accurate identification of such problems in all patients in all settings. In addition, a training package, consisting of two manuals and a DVD, was designed to help train staff to use the tool and as a means of checking competence.